
   


Pace Academy Lower School Summer Reading List – 2017

For Students Entering Pre-1st & 1st Grades


Assignment: Each student should read, or hear read, at least five books.


A record of books, read or heard, should be given to your homeroom teacher during 
the first week of school. Consider the books on this list as suggestions for summer 
reading.  Students may read any age appropriate book, even if it is not on the list.

A blank Summer Reading Record can be printed from the L.S. Library Web site.


The 2017 Caldecott Medal winner: 

Radiant Child: The Story of Young Artist Jean-Michel Basquiat


 Written and Illustrated by: Javaka Steptoe

Find information about Caldecott Medal winners and Caldecott Honor books on:


The Caldecott Medal Home Page

 


Web Sites for Book Lovers:

American Library Association’s Great Web Sites for Kids


American Library Association’s Notable Books for Children


Association for Library Service to Children Awards


Esme Raji Codell:  Author of How to Get Your Child to Love Reading


The Georgia Children’s Book Awards Home Page


James Patterson’s READKIDDOREAD.com


Jon Scieszka’s GUYSREAD.com


Jim Trelease:  Author of The Read-a-Loud Handbook


Atlanta-Fulton Public Library System


http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/caldecottmedal/caldecottmedal.cfm
http://gws.ala.org/
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/notalists
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/index.cfm
http://www.planetesme.blogspot.com/
http://gcba.coe.uga.edu/
http://www.readkiddoread.com/
http://www.guysread.com/
http://www.trelease-on-reading.com/
http://www.afpls.org/kids


Cobb County Public Library


Dekalb County Library

Read to your children, read with your children, and have a wonderful summer! 

These lists and all links may also be found on 
the Lower School Library Web page.

Picture Books

Lion Lessons

	  Agee, Jon

Learning to be a lion takes some serious 
lessons, but luckily, this kid has a teacher who 
is a real pro.
The Pencil

Ahlberg, Allan

A lonely pencil draws Banjo, and also a dog, a 
cat, and other people, but when the characters 
start complaining about their appearance, the 
writing instrument draws an eraser, which 
starts to create chaos.

My Visit to the Aquarium   

Aliki

During his visit to an aquarium, a boy finds 
out about the characteristics and environments 
of many different marine and freshwater 
creatures.
Miss Nelson is Missing 

Allard, Harry

The kids in Room 207 take advantage of their 
teacher's good nature until she disappears and 
they are faced with a vile substitute.
Goodbye House 

Asch, Frank

Just before leaving with his family for the 
move to their new home, Little Bear says 
goodbye to all his favorite places in and 
around his old house.

The Moon Over Star

Aston, Diana Hutts

On her family's farm in the town of Star, eight-
year-old Mae eagerly follows the progress of 
the 1969 Apollo 11 flight and moon landing 
and dreams that she might one day be an 
astronaut, too.
LMNO Peas

Baker, Keith 

Busy little peas introduce their favorite 
occupations, from astronaut to zoologist.
Max’s Words 

Banks, Kate

When Max cuts out words from magazines and 
newspapers, collecting them the way his 
brothers collect stamps and coins, they all learn 
about words, sentences, and storytelling.

My Bus

Barton, Byron

A bus driver named Joe heads out on his route, 
stopping at one bus stop after another to pick 
up passengers. He picks up five dogs and five 
cats in all, dropping nine of them off at the 
plane, train, or boat. The tenth passenger, a 
dog, Joe takes home.
Building Our House

Bean, Jonathan

A young girl narrates her family's move from 
the city to the country, where they have bought 
a piece of land and live in a trailer while they 
build a house from the ground up, with help 
from relatives and friends. 
Ada Twist, Scientist

Beaty, Andrea


http://www.cobbcat.org/
http://www.dekalblibrary.org/kids/


Ada Twist is a very curious girl who shows 
perseverance by asking questions and 
performing experiments to find things out and 
understand the world.
Doggone Dogs!

Beaumont, Karen

Ten unruly dogs get loose at obedience school, 
and when the dogcatcher captures them, they 
work together to affect their escape and return 
home.

Easy as Pie

Best, Cari

Jacob watches his favorite television show, 
"Baking with Chef Monty," and bakes a 
beautiful peach pie, which he gives to his 
parents for their anniversary.
Bailey

Bliss, Harry

Bailey the dog goes to school where he has fun 
reading, fetching, painting, singing, digging, 
and charming his human classmates.
The 3 Little Dassies 

Brett, Jan

A twist on the classic tale "The Three Little 
Pigs," featuring three dassies named Mimbi, 
Pimbi, and Timbi and a pesky eagle. 
Hedgie's Surprise

Brett, Jan

Hedgie, the hedgehog, helps Henny, the 
speckled hen, trick the Tomten who has been 
eating all of Henny's eggs for breakfast. 


Gumption!

Broach, Elise

When Peter goes on an African adventure with 
his beloved Uncle Nigel, who hopes to spot a 
rare gorilla, the oblivious Nigel urges Peter on 
by telling him to have gumption, while Peter 
keeps his eyes open and uses his ingenuity. 
Stone Soup: An Old Tale


Brown, Marcia

When three hungry soldiers come to a town 
where all the food has been hidden, they set 
out to make soup of water and stones, and the 
entire town enjoys a feast.
The Runaway Bunny

Brown, Margaret Wise

A little rabbit that wants to run away tells his 
mother how he will escape, but she is always 
right behind him.
Hurry! Hurry!

Bunting, Eve

All the animals of the barnyard community 
hurry to greet their newest member, who is just 
pecking his way out of an egg. 
Alfie Runs Away

Cadow, Kenneth M.  

Told he must give up his favorite, now too-
small, shoes, Alfie tells his mother he is 
running away. 
The Artist Who Painted a Blue Horse

Carle, Eric

An artist paints the world as seen through the 
imaginative eyes of a child.
Funny Lunch

Catrow, David J.

Max Spaniel, a dog that considers itself to be a 
great chef, comes up with a creative solution 
when a bus full of people place a large order at 
his diner. 
Senor Poncho Had a Rancho

Colato Lainez, Rene

As Old MacDonald sings of farm animals that 
moo and woof, Senor Pancho sings of those 
that jii and guau, until the animals realize they 
understand each other and get together for a 
fiesta.
Big Bug

Cole, Henry

In this ideal introduction to the concept of 
scale, young readers will love the lush 
illustrations of the animals, objects, and 
scenery of a farm, and they'll delight in seeing 



how something "big" can suddenly seem "little" 
with the turn of a page!
Miss Rumphius

Cooney, Barbara

After making her girlhood dreams of world 
travel and living by the sea come true, a retired 
librarian follows her grandfather's old advice 
of doing something to make the world more 
beautiful, and then passes that wisdom on to 
her grandniece.
Firebird: Ballerina Misty Copeland Shows a 
Young Girl How to Dance Like the Firebird 

Copeland, Misty

American Ballet Theater soloist Misty 
Copeland encourages a young ballet student, 
with brown skin like her own, by telling her 
that she, too, had to learn basic steps and how 
to be graceful when she was starting out, and 
that some day, with practice and dedication, 
the little girl will become a firebird, too.
Sail Away

Crews, Donald

A family takes an enjoyable trip in their 
sailboat and watches the weather change 
throughout the day.

Diary of a Fly

Cronin, Doreen

A young fly discovers, day by day, that there is 
a lot to learn about being an insect, such as the 
dangers of flypaper.
Deep in the Sahara

Cunnane, Kelly

An Arab girl of the Sahara who wants to wear 
a malafa, the veiled dress worn by her mother 
and older sister, learns that the garment 
represents beauty, mystery, tradition, 
belonging, and faith.
Billions of Bricks

Cyrus, Kurt

Grab a hard hat and all your tools, and get 
ready for a construction adventure in counting! 
This clever, rhyming picture book leads readers 
through a day in the life of a construction crew 
building with bricks. A brick may seem like 
just a simple block, but in groupings of ten, 

twenty, and more, it can create many 
impressive structures, from hotels to schools to 
skyscrapers. 
Pete the Cat and His Magic Sunglasses

Dean, James

Pete the Cat wakes up feeling grumpy--
nothing seems to be going his way. But with 
the help of some magic sunglasses, Pete learns 
that a good mood has been inside him all 
along.
Abuelo

Dorros, Arthur

Together, a young boy and his abuelo 
(grandfather) go camping, ride horses, and 
even confront a mountain lion. Soon, the boy's 
family moves to the city from the country, 
away from Abuelo, and it is the boy's 
memories that help him adjust to his new life.
How to Train a Train

Eaton, Jason Carter

Everything you need to know in order to find, 
keep and train your very own pet train. You'll 
discover where trains live, what they like to 
eat, and the very best train tricks around--
everything it takes to lay the tracks for a long 
and happy friendship
Wag a Tail

Ehlert, Lois

Assorted graduates of the Bow Wow School 
meet at a farmers market and a dog park, 
where most of them remember their obedience 
training.
Henry’s Map

Elliot, David

Henry, a very organized pig, frowns at the 
untidy farm where he lives, but after making a 
map to show where everything belongs, he and 
the other farm animals discover a big problem.
Olivia Forms a Band

Falconer, Ian

Olivia, upset to learn there will be no band at 
the evening's fireworks display, decides to 
form one of her own with herself as the only 
musician and some rather unusual 
instruments.



The Night Gardener

Fan, Terry

Everyone on Grimloch Lane enjoys the trees 
and shrubs clipped into animal masterpieces 
after dark by the Night Gardener. William, a 
lonely boy, spots the artist, follows him, and 
helps with his special work.
Clever Jack Takes the Cake

Fleming, Candace

A poor boy named Jack struggles to deliver a 
birthday present worthy of the princess. 
If You Want to See a Whale

Fogliano, Julie

Advises the reader about what to do, and not 
do, in order to successfully spot a whale, such 
as wrapping up in a not-too-cozy blanket, 
ignoring the roses, and especially, being 
patient.
A Couple of Boys Have

the Best Week Ever

Frazee, Marla

Friends James and Eamon enjoy a wonderful 
week at the home of Eamon's grandparents 
during summer vacation. 
Roslyn Rutabaga and the Biggest Hole on 
Earth
Gay, Marie-Louise

Roslyn Rutabaga, a little rabbit with a wild 
imagination, sets out one day determined to 
dig the biggest hole on Earth, and meets all 
sorts of irritating obstacles along the way. 
Coral Reefs

Gibbons, Gail

This colorful and informative book is an 
illustrated history of coral reefs, how they are 
formed, where they are found, and the 
importance of protecting them. 
The Trouble with Dragons

Gliori, Debi

When dragons cut down too many trees, blow 
out too much hot air, and do other 
environmental damage, the future looks grim, 
but other animals advise them on how to mend 
their ways and save the planet.

We Forgot Brock 

Goodrich, Carter

Phillip and Brock are best friends, although 
everyone else thinks Brock is imaginary, so 
when Phillip gets tired out at the Big Fair while 
Brock is still having fun, they are separated 
and it will take a very special twosome to bring 
them back together again. 
Turtle’s Penguin Day

Gorbachev, Valeri

After hearing a bedtime story about penguins, 
Turtle dresses as one for school and soon the 
entire class is having a penguin day, sliding on 
their bellies and eating goldfish crackers.

The Wonderful Book

Gore, Leonid

When various forest animals discover a 
mysterious object in the woods, they each use 
it for a different purpose, until a boy reads 
stories aloud from it, much to the animals' 
delight. 
Space Dog

Grey, Minni

Sworn enemies Space Dog, Astrocat, and 
Mousetronaut team up to save the 
Spooniverse.

Shh! We Have a Plan

Haughton, Chris

Four friends creep through the woods, and 
what do they spot? An exquisite bird high in a 
tree! 'Hello birdie,' waves one. 'Shh! We have a 
plan,' hush the others. They stealthily make 
their advance, nets in the air. Ready one, ready 
two, ready three, and go! But as one comically 
foiled plan follows another, it soon becomes 
clear that their quiet, observant companion, 
hand outstretched, has a far better idea
When Spring Comes

Henkes, Kevin

Animals and children alike watch as the world 
transforms from the dark and dead of winter to 
a full and blooming spring.
Sheila Rae, the Brave

Henkes, Kevin




When brave Sheila Rae, who usually looks out 
for her sister Louise, becomes lost and scared 
one day, Louise comes to the rescue. 
The Secret Life of Walter Kitty

Hicks, Barbara J.

Walter, an ordinary housecat, fantasizes about 
the daring adventures of his alter ego, Fang.
How Rocket Learned to Read 

Hills, Tad

A little yellow bird teaches Rocket the dog how 
to read by first introducing him to the 
alphabet.
The Color of Home

Hoffman, Mary

Hassan, newly-arrived in the United States and 
feeling homesick, paints a picture at school that 
shows his old home in Somalia as well as the 
reason his family had to leave.
In Plain Sight

Jackson, Richard

As Sophie and her grandpa talk, he asks her to 
find items he's "lost" throughout the day, 
guiding Sophie on a tour through his daily life 
and connecting their generations in this sweet, 
playful picture book, illustrated by Caldecott 
Medalist and Laura Ingalls Wilder Award 
winner Jerry Pinkney.
When I am Old With You
Johnson, Angela

A child imagines being old with Granddaddy 
and joining him in such activities as playing 
cards all day, visiting the ocean, and eating 
bacon on the porch.

Born in the Wild: Baby Mammals and Their 
Parents - Judge, Lita 

Filled with illustrations of some of the most 
adorable babies in the kingdom, this awww-
inspiring book looks at the traits that all baby 
mammals share and proves that, even though 
they're born in the wild, they're not so very 
different from us, after all!
Sourpuss and Sweetie Pie

Juster, Norton


Nanna and Poppy, who are expecting their 
granddaughter to visit, wonder whether 
Sweetie Pie or Sourpuss will show up, or if it 
may be both at the same time.

My Lucky Birthday

Kasza, Keiko

A surprising twist occurs on Alligator Al's 
birthday when a tasty-looking piglet knocks on 
Al's door. 
Finder’s Keepers

Kasza, Keiko

When a squirrel uses his red hat to mark the 
spot where he buried an acorn, he sets off a 
chain of events involving other creatures, each 
of which finds an unusual use for the 
accessory.
The Snowy Day
Keats, Ezra Jack

No book has captured the magic and sense of 
possibility of the first snowfall better than The 
Snowy Day. Universal in its appeal, the story has 
become a favorite of millions, as it reveals a child's 
wonder at a new world, and the hope of capturing 
and keeping that wonder forever. 
Ragweed’s Farm Dog Handbook 

Kennedy, Anne

Follow Ragweed's handy tips to become the best 
farm dog ever! 
Night of the Moon

Khan, Hena

Yasmeen has a wonderful time celebrating the 
Muslim holy month of Ramadan with her 
family and friends.
The Three Little Tamales

Kimmel, Eric A

In this variation of "The Three Little Pigs" set in 
the Southwest, three little tamales escape from 
a restaurant before they can be eaten, and set 
up homes in the prairie, cornfield, and desert.

A Boy Had a Mother Who Bought Him a 
Hat

Kushkin, Karla




After a boy's mother buys him a hat, she buys 
him a mouse, shoes, boots, skis, mask, cello, 
and an elephant--none of which he is ever 
without. 
Zelda and Ivey: The Big Picture

Kvasnosky, Laura McGee

Zelda, Ivy, and Eugene become inspired by a 
movie and when they decide to do some of 
their own detective work in the neighborhood, 
a rainstorm almost ruins their plans, and they 
are forced to come up with a solution. 
It’s a Tiger!

LaRochelle, David

A child imagines that he is in a story where he 
encounters a tiger at every turn.
Sidewalk Flowers 

Lawson, JonArno

In this wordless picture book, a little girl 
collects wildflowers while her distracted father 
pays her little attention. Each flower becomes a 
gift, and whether the gift is noticed or ignored, 
both giver and recipient are transformed by 
their encounter.
Wave

Lee, Suzy

A wordless picture book that shows a little 
girl’s first experiences at the beach, as she goes 
from being afraid of the roaring waves to 
playing on the shore while gulls soar overhead.

Hooway for Wodney Wat

Lester, Helen

All his classmates make fun of Rodney because 
he cannot pronounce his name, but it is 
Rodney's speech impediment that drives 
away the class bully.
Nini, Lost and Found

Lobel, Anita

Nini Cat enjoys her outdoor adventure until 
night falls and the unfamiliar noises of the 
forest scare her and she decides to find her way 
back home.
Hot Rod Hamster

Lord, Cynthia

A hamster, with the help of a canine junkyard 
dealer and his mouse assistants, builds a hot 

rod and drives it in a race against some very 
large dogs.

Mattoo, Let’s Play!

Luxbacher, Irene

Ruby plays a bit too boisterously for her cat 
Mattoo, but after her friend Clemente shows 
her how to take a calmer approach when they 
go on a pretend safari, Mattoo joins in. 
Bubble Trouble

Mahy, Margaret

Mabel blows a bubble that captures Baby and 
wafts him away, resulting in a wild chase that 
involves the whole neighborhood.
Goldilocks and the Three Bears

Marshall, James

Three bears return home from a walk to find a 
little girl asleep in baby bear's bed.  Enjoy this 
humorous take on a classic tale! 
Baby Bear, Baby Bear,

What Do You See?

Martin, Bill

Illustrations and rhyming text portray a young 
bear searching for its mother and meeting 
many North American animals along the way.
Tap the Magic Tree

Matheson, Christie

Invites the reader to tap, rub, touch, and 
wiggle illustrations to make an apple tree 
bloom, produce fruit, and lose its leaves. 
Blueberries for Sal

McCloskey, Robert

Little Sal and Little Bear both lose their 
mothers while eating blueberries and almost 
end up with the other's mother. 
Raven: A Trickster Tale from the Pacific 
Northwest

McDermott, Gerald

Raven, a Pacific Coast Indian trickster, sets out 
to find the sun.
Zomo the Rabbit:

A Trickster Tale




from West Africa

McDermott, Gerald

Zomo the Rabbit, an African trickster, sets out 
to gain wisdom.
A Perfectly Messed-up Story

McDonnell, Patrick

Louie becomes angry when the story in which 
he appears is ruined by messes from jelly, 
peanut butter, and other things that do not 
belong in books. 

I’m Bad!

McMullan, Kate

A hungry Tyrannosaurus searches for food in 
the prehistoric forest but is thwarted in its 
attempts to find something to eat.
Big Brown Bear's

Birthday Surprise

McPhail, David

An excited Bear mistakenly believes that Rat 
has given him a boat for his birthday. An 
unexpected adventure is the result.
The Quickest Kid in Clarksville

Miller, Pat Zietlow

Growing up in the segregated town of 
Clarksville, Tennessee, in the 1960s, Alta's 
family cannot afford to buy her new sneakers; 
but, she still plans to attend the parade 
celebrating her hero Wilma Rudolph's three 
Olympic gold medals.
The Best Eid Ever

Mobin-Uddin, Asma

After receiving gifts from her grandmother, 
Aneesa goes to the prayer hall to celebrate Eid 
and meets two refugee children who give her a 
greater appreciation of the holiday.
City Shapes

Murray, Diana

A young girl walks through the bustling city, 
while a pigeon flies above, both spotting 
hidden shapes at every turn
My Pen 


Myers, Christopher

Acclaimed author and illustrator Christopher 
Myers uses rich black-and-white illustrations 
to bring a sketchbook to life, showing that with 
a simple pen, a kid can do anything!
If you Plant a Seed 

Nelson, Kadir

While planting seeds in their garden, two 
animals learn the value of kindness. 
Goldie and the Three Hares

Palatini, Margie

When Goldilocks, running from the three 
bears, falls down a rabbit hole and hurts her 
foot, a family of hares tries to help, but 
Goldilocks proves to be a very loud, 
demanding, and tenacious guest.
Higher! Higher!

Patricelli, Leslie

Two children encourage their father to push 
them perpetually higher on the swing as they 
try to surpass the height of a giraffe, a 
mountain, and the very boundaries of Earth.
The Ant and the Elephant

Peet, Bill

Of all the animals the elephant rescues, only 
the tiny ant returns the favor.
Frank and Lucky Get Schooled

Perkins, Lynne Rae

A boy and his dog learn about each other, go to 
school to learn more, and then explore the 
world around them as they study science, 
geography and even foreign languages 
together.
A Poem for Peter: The Story of Ezra Jack 
Keats and the Creation of The Snowy Day

Pinkney, Andrea Davis

This is an inspiring celebration of the 
extraordinary life of Ezra Jack Keats, creator of 
The Snowy Day.
Max Found Two Sticks

Pinkney, Brian

Max, who doesn't feel much like talking, finds 
a pair of sticks and uses them to fill his 
neighborhood with music, learning that it is 



possible to convey emotion without ever 
saying a word.
The Little Red Hen

Pinkney, Jerry

A newly illustrated edition of the classic fable 
of the hen who is forced to do all the work of 
baking bread and of the animals who learn a 
bitter lesson from it. 
My Dog Is as Smelly 

as Dirty Socks

Piven, Hannoch

A young girl draws a family portrait, then 
makes it more accurate by adding common 
objects to show aspects of each member’s 
personality, such as her father’s playfulness, 
her mother’s sweetness, and her brother’s 
strength.
For the Love of Autumn

Polacco, Patricia

Miss Parks, a new teacher, is devastated when 
her cat, Autumn, disappears during a storm, 
but with the help of her students, she finds not 
only Autumn but also the man of her dreams.


The Watermelon Seed

Pizzoli, Greg

With perfect comic pacing, Greg Pizzoli 
introduces us to one funny crocodile who has 
one big fear: swallowing a watermelon seed. 
What will he do when his greatest fear is 
realized? Will vines sprout out his ears? Will 
his skin turn pink? This crocodile has a wild 
imagination.
My Mother’s Sari

Rao, Sandhya

A young girl describes all the things she does 
with her mother's sari. Includes simple 
instructions on how to wear a sari.
Daisy Gets Lost


Raschka, Christopher

A young dog experiences the fear of being lost and 
the joys of being found when she becomes 
separated from her owner.

Are you a Horse?

Rash, Andy

In this inquisitive tale, Roy receives a saddle 
for his birthday, and sets out in search of a 
horse to use it on.

My Name is Yoon

Recorvits, Helen

Disliking her name as written in English, 
Korean-born Yoon, or "shining wisdom," refers 
to herself as "cat," "bird," and "cupcake," as a 
way to feel more comfortable in her new school 
and new country.

Goodnight Goon: A Petrifying Parody

Rex, Michael

A parody of Margaret Brown's "Goodnight 
Moon" in which a little werewolf must banish 
all the frightening things in his bedroom before 
he can get to sleep.
Steam Train, Dream Train

Rinker, Sherri Duskey

In this book with rhyming text, the dream train 
pulls into the station and the animal workers 
load all the different cars, each with the 
appropriate cargo.
Duck! Rabbit!

Rosenthal, Amy Krouse

Two unseen characters argue about whether 
the creature they are looking at is a rabbit or a 
duck.

Who Said Coo?

Ruddell, Deborah

Lulu cannot sleep and goes to see who is 
making noises outside her room. 
The Great Gracie Chase:

Stop That Dog




Rylant, Cynthia

A cumulative tale about a small dog named 
Gracie whose quiet life is disrupted by some 
noisy painters. 
Are We There Yet?

Santat, Dan

Let's face it: everyone knows that car rides can 
be boring. And when things get boring, time 
slows down. In this book, a boy feels time 
slowing down so much that it starts 
going backward--into the time of pirates! Of 
princesses! Of dinosaurs! The boy was just 
trying to get to his grandmother's birthday 
party, but instead he's traveling through 
Ancient Egypt and rubbing shoulders with Ben 
Franklin. When time flies, who knows where--
or when--he'll end up.
Erika-san

Say, Allen

After falling in love with Japan as a little girl, 
Erika becomes a teacher and fulfills her 
childhood dream by moving to a remote 
Japanese island.
All the World

Scanlon, Elizabeth Garton

Follows a group of family members and 
friends through the course of a day as they 
learn the importance of all things great and 
small.

Read It, Don’t Eat it!

Schoenherr, Ian

Rhyming text and illustrations of animals 
reading offer advice on how to take care of a 
library book.
Starring Miss Darlene
Schwartz, Amy

Much to her surprise, the theater critic reviews 
a young girl’s on-stage mishaps favorably. 
Splat the Cat

Scotton, Rob

Splat the Cat is nervous about his first day at 
cat school, but once he arrives he realizes he 
had nothing to worry about. 

Too Many Toys

Shannon, David 

After he finally concedes that he has far too 
many toys, Spencer agrees to give many of 
them away, but realizes that there is one special 
toy that he absolutely cannot part with.
Sheep Blast Off!

Shaw, Nancy E.

A flock of bumbling sheep decides to 
investigate a spaceship that has landed in their 
meadow, and soon find themselves on the ride 
of their lives.
Wombat Walkabout

Shields, Carol Diggory

Rhyming text follows six little wombats on 
walk-about and a hungry dingo following, 
envisioning them as his lunch until the 
wombats turn the tables on him.
Red Sings from the Treetops:

The Year in Colors

Sidman, Joyce

Illustrations and simple text combine the 
senses of sight, sound, smell, and taste to 
describe the colors of the seasons.

The Sleepy Little Alphabet

Sierra, Judy

The little letters of the alphabet have trouble 
settling down but finally snuggle up and go to 
sleep.
Little Red and the Very Hungry Lion

Smith, Alex T.

In this version of Little Red Riding Hood, set 
on the African plains, Little Red realizes what 
the Very Hungry Lion is up to, and teaches him 
a lesson before generously sharing her donuts 
with him.
Love, Mouserella

Stein, David Ezra

Mouserella describes the things that are 
happening in her life in a letter she writes to 
her grandmother who lives in the country.



In Daddy’s Arms

I Am Tall

Steptoe, Javaka

(Illustrator)

This is an exceptional collection of poems 
celebrating African-American fathers by 
Angela Johnson, E. Ethelbert Miller, Carole 
Boston Weatherford, and others.


No Laughing, No Smiling, 

No Giggling

Stevenson, James

The reader joins Freddy Fafnaffer the pig as he 
deals with Mr. Frimdimpny, a crocodile who 
never laughs and who decides on the rules for 
reading this book.
Construction

Sutton, Sally

There's lots of noise and excitement involved 
in building a library! Preschoolers will clamor 
to take a close look. Award-winning duo Sally 
Sutton and Brian Lovelock are back with 
another rhythmic read-aloud full of bustling 
illustrations and sound words that beg kids to 
join in.

I Miss You Every Day

Taback, Simms

A little girl misses someone so much that she 
wraps herself up like a package and sends 
herself through the mail.
Bippity Bop Barbershop

Tarpley, Natasha

This heartwarming story celebrates a young 
African-American boy's first trip to the 
barbershop.
The Ring Went Zing! A Story That Ends 
With a Kiss

Taylor, Sean

A frog, in love with a chicken, buys her a 
golden ring, but when the ring falls and skips 
away, they begin to chase after it, joined along 

the way by a jogging swan, a motorcycling 
sausage dog, and other helpful creatures.
Firehouse!

Teague, Mark

Edward and his cousin Judy come for a visit to 
the firehouse and learn how everything works 
with some unexpected results.
Rhyming Dust Bunnies

Thomas, Jan

As three dust bunnies, Ed, Ned, and Ted, are 
demonstrating how much they love to rhyme, 
a fourth, Bob, is trying to warn them of 
approaching danger.
Fossil

Thomson, Bill

In this wordless story, when a boy walking 
with his dog on a beach one day finds some 
fossils, the prehistoric past comes alive. 

The Princess and the Warrior

Tonatuih, Duncan

Award-winning author Duncan Tonatiuh 
reimagines one of Mexico's cherished legends.
Mix It Up!

Tullet, Herve

Using no special effects other than the reader's 
imagination, simple directions lead the reader 
to experiment with mixing and changing colors 
on the printed page. 
Two Bad Ants

Van Allsburg, Chris

When two bad ants desert from their colony, 
they experience a dangerous adventure that 
convinces them to return to their former safety.

Nobody Here But Me

Viorst, Judith

With his mother on the phone, his father 
checking e-mail, and his sister playing with her 
friends, a little boy feels as if he is all alone in 
the house, and no matter how badly he 
behaves, no one comes to stop him. 

Evie & Margie




Waber, Bernard

Best friends hippopotamuses, Evie and Margie, 
are surprised to experience jealousy when they 
try out for the same part in the school play.
Lyle Walks the Dogs: A Counting Book

Waber, Bernard

Count the dogs as Lyle the crocodile's dog 
walking business grows. 
Look! Look! Look!

Wallace, Nancy Elizabeth

Three mice "borrow" a postcard, which is a 
reproduction of a painting, and from it they 
learn about color, pattern, line, and shape.
Chester's Masterpiece

Watt, Melanie

A conflict over the creative process ensues 
when Chester, an egotistical cat, decides to 
produce a masterpiece. 
Flotsam
Wiesner, David

A colorful picture book that features a young, 
science-minded boy who goes to the beach to 
collect and examine anything floating that has 
been washed ashore and discovers an 
underwater camera that contains a collection of 
unusual pictures.


Waking Beauty

Wilcox, Leah

Prince Charming tries all sorts of silly ways to 
wake Sleeping Beauty before he learns how he 
is supposed to wake her up.
Nanette’s Baguette

Willems, Mo

It's Nanette's first trip to get the baguette! Is 
she set? You bet!
And the Cars Go…

William, Bee

Features a range of vrooming, chugging, and 
whispering vehicles driven by characters 
ranging from a beach-going family and hat-

wearing royals to a noisy troupe of 
schoolchildren and a fretful ice-cream vendor. 
A Chair for My Mother
Williams, Vera

A child, her waitress mother, and her 
grandmother save dimes to buy a comfortable 
armchair after all their furniture is lost in a fire.
Piggy Pie Po

Wood, Audrey

Collects three short stories recounting the 
adventures of Piggy Pie Po, the smartest, 
silliest, messiest pig in the world.
I Am a Story

Yaccarino, Dan

Told from the story's perspective, traces the 
evolution of storytelling from cave painting to 
the printing press to the digital technologies of 
today.
Dog Loves Books 

Yates, Louise

Dog loves books so much that he decides to 
open a bookstore. 
How Do Dinosaurs Go to School?

Yolen, Jane

Ten dinosaurs show that while they have the 
potential to create mischief at school, they 
know how to control themselves.

My Mei Mei

Young, Ed

Antonia gets her wish when her parents return 
to China to bring home a Mei Mei, or younger 
sister, for her.


Hook

Young, Ed

A chick hatched by hens turns out to be an 
eaglet that must get help from a boy in 
learning how to fly.

The Moon Was Best




Zolotow, Charlotte

A mother visiting Paris brings back to her 
daughter all her best memories, of the beautiful 
fountains, the sparkling Seine, parks like 
paintings, and paintings like parks. 


----------------------------------

First Chapter Books/Early Readers


(Any books in these series)


Get a Hit, Mo!

Companion to Don’t Throw It to Mo!

Adler, David

Mo Jackson is excited for his baseball game, 
but Coach Marie tells him he is batting last and 
playing right field, again. Will Mo ever get a 
hit?
Fly High, Fly Guy

Arnold, Tedd

When Buzz, his parents, and his pet fly go on a 
road trip and get lost, Fly Guy comes to the 
rescue to help them find their way home.
Star Wars: Even Droids Need Friends

Beecroft, Simon

Text and photographs from the movies 
describe the greatest friendships in the galaxy 
and what makes them so special.
Cork and Fuzz: The Babysitters

(Viking Level 3)

Chaconas, Dori

When Cork and Fuzz agree to babysit a young 
porcupine, Cork ends up doing most of the 
work, and when Fuzz gets into some trouble, it 
is up to both Cork and the baby to come to his 
assistance.
Deep in the Sahara

Cunnane, Kelly

An Arab girl of the Sahara who wants to wear 
a malafa, the veiled dress worn by her mother 
and older sister, learns that the garment 
represents beauty, mystery, tradition, 
belonging, and faith.

Pete at the Beach

(My First I-Can-Read book)

Dean, James

Pete is spending the day at the seashore. He 
has fun collecting shells and building a sand 
castle. But the beach is very hot. There is a 
whole ocean for Pete to cool off in, but it looks 
scary. 
Bink and Gollie

DiCamillo, Kate

Two roller-skating best friends--one tiny, one 
tall--share three comical adventures involving 
outrageously bright socks, an impromptu trek 
to the Andes, and a most unlikely marvelous 
companion.
Louise: The Adventures

of a Chicken

DiCamillo, Kate

Longing for adventure, intrepid Louise leaves 
her comfortable nest and goes to sea. 
Goose and Duck

(I-Can-Read Level 2)

George, Jean Craighead

A young boy becomes the "mother" to a goose, 
who becomes "mother" to a duck, as they learn 
about the rhythms of nature together.

Chicken Said, “Cluck!”

(My First I-Can-Read)

Grant, Judyann

Chicken wants to help Earl and Pearl plant 
their pumpkins, but she only manages to get in 
the way, until grasshoppers invade the 
pumpkin patch and Chicken is the only one 
who can stop them.
Dory Fantasmagory

1st in the Series

Hanlon, Abby

Dory, the youngest in her family, is a girl with a 
very active imagination, and she spends the 
summer playing with her imaginary friend, 
pretending to be a dog, battling monsters, and 
generally driving her family nuts.



Houndsley and Catina

Plink and Plunk

Howe, James

Houndsley likes canoeing and his friend 
Catina likes bicycling, but each has to help the 
other learn to enjoy these activities in order to 
do them together.


Pinky and Rex

(Ready-to-Read Level 3)

Howe, James 

Rex and her best friend Pinky, each the proud 
possessor of twenty-seven stuffed animals or 
dinosaurs, find their visit to the museum and 
its gift shop complicated by Pinky's little sister 
Amanda.
Diary of a Worm: Teacher’s Pet

(I-Can-Read Level 1)

Houran, Lori Haskins

(Based on the creation of Doreen Cronin)

Worm makes a surprising discovery -- teachers 
have birthdays! That means Worm and his 
friends have to find the perfect present for their 
teacher, Mrs. Mulch.
Splat the Cat

(I Can Read Level 1)

Hsu Lin, Amy

Splat is excited because his grandfather told 
Splat that you can hear the sea if you put a 
seashell up to your ear. Splat is determined to 
discover a shell like that to bring back for his 
grandfather. But as hard as he looks on the 
beach, all he can find is broken shells. Until he 
gets some help from a new friend—a whale.

Zelda and Ivy: Keeping Secets

Kvasnosky, Laura McGee

Foxy sisters, Zelda and Ivy, share secrets, 
pranks and adventures along with Eugene in 
the course of three chapters.
Ling & Ting: Not Exactly the Same!  

Lin, Grace


Ling and Ting are identical twins that people 
think are exactly the same, but time and again 
they prove to be different. 
Owl at Home

(I-Can-Read Level 2)

Lobel, Arnold

This book relates five delightful adventures of 
Owl….at home!

The Frogs and Toads All Sang

Lobel, Arnold

This book is comprised of ten short stories in 
rhyme from a collection of Arnold Lobel’s 
handmade books, featuring frogs, toads, and 
polliwogs, with illustrations by Adrianne 
Lobel.

Stink, The Incredible Shrinking Kid

(Book 1, Stink series)

McDonald, Megan

The shortest kid in the second grade, James 
Moody, also known as Stink, learns all about 
the shortest president of the United States, 
James Madison, when they celebrate 
Presidents' Day at school. 
Pearl and Wagner: Four Eyes

McMullan, Kate

(Dial Level 3)

When Wagner's eye test shows that he needs 
glasses, it takes him a little while--and some 
help from his friends--to adjust to his new look. 
Juana and Lucas

Medina, Juana

A spunky young girl from Colombia loves 
playing with her canine best friend and resists 
boring school activities, especially learning 
English, until her family tells her that a special 
trip is planned to an English-speaking place.
Little Bear

(I-Can-Read Level 1)

Minarik, Else Holmelund



Little Bear's four adventures include taking a 
trip to the moon and having a birthday party.
Little Bear and The Marco Polo

Minarik, Else Holmelund 

(I-Can-Read-Level 1)

Little Bear hears about his grandfather's 
exploits as a sea captain when they are 
cleaning out the attic together. 
The Ballet Sisters: The Duckling and

the Swan

Ormerod, Jan

Sylvie and her older sister dance their way 
through make-believe adventures that include 
princesses, fairy queens, swans, and ducklings.
Mummies In the Morning

(Magic Tree House series)

Osborne, Mary Pope

Jack and his younger sister Annie take a trip in 
their tree house back to ancient Egypt, where 
they help a queen's mummy continue her 
voyage to the Next Life.


Amelia Bedelia

(I-Can-Read Level 2)

Parish, Peggy
A literal-minded housekeeper causes a ruckus 
in the household when she attempts to make 
sense of some instructions.
Henry and Mudge:

The First Book

(Ready-to-Read Level 2)

Rylant, Cynthia
Henry, feeling lonely on a street without any 
other children, finds companionship and love 
in a big dog named Mudge.
The High-Rise Private Eyes #1: The Case of 
the Missing Monkey

(Ready-to-Read Level 2)


Rylant, Cynthia
While having breakfast at their favorite diner, 
two detectives, Bunny and Jack, solve a 
mystery that is not what it seems.                         
Pete’s Party

Trucktown Series

(Ready-to-Read)

Scieszka, Jon
"Ready-to-roll." The Trucktown trucks follow 
the road signs directing them to Pete's party. 
Splat the Cat, Good Night, Sleep Tight

(I-Can-Read Level 1)

Scotton, Rob
Splat is really excited about going camping, 
until his mom tells him she has invited his 
rival, Spike. Will Spike ruin Splat's trip?
Dog and Bear:

Two’s Company (Sequel)

Seeger, Laura Vaccaro 
“Ice cream” – “Happy Birthday, Bear” -- Sweet 
Dreams.” Three more easy-to-read stories 
reveal the close friendship between a 
dachshund named Dog and a stuffed bear.
Nate the Great

Sharmat, Marjorie Weinman

Nate the Great solves the mystery of the 
missing picture. 
How to Drive Your Sister Crazy

Shore, Diane Z.

(I-Can-Read Level 2)

A younger brother offers detailed advice on 
how to annoy older sisters.

Paddywack

Spinner, Stephanie

(Step Into Reading--Step 3)

Paddywack is a spunky pony that jumps, trots, 
and walks beautifully, as long as his rider 
remembers his treats.
Amanda Pig, First Grader

(Dial Level 2)




Van Leeuwen, Jean
Amanda is very excited about starting first 
grade, and although everything is not exactly 
as she expected, she soon begins learning to 
read and finding her way.
Drip Drop
Weeks, Sarah

(I-Can-Read Level 1)

Pip Squeak the mouse is kept awake all night 
by the drips from his leaky roof.
Mac and Cheese
Weeks, Sarah

(I-Can-Read Level 1)

Two cats that are as different as night and day 
are nevertheless best friends. 

The Thank You Book

Any in the Elephant and Piggie Series
Willems, Mo

In this last book of the series, Piggie is determined 
to thank everyone she knows, but Gerald thinks she 
will forget someone… someone important. 
Mouse and Mole: A Winter Wonderland

Yee, Wong Herbert

Best friends Mouse and Mole enjoy playing in 
the snow with Sno-Mouse and Sno-Mole, two 
best friends. 


