
 Pace Academy Lower School Summer Reading List – 2017

For Students Entering 4th Grade


Assignment: Students should read at least three books, including Because of Winn Dixie, which is 
required reading and should be read at the end of the summer break.

Because of Winn Dixie will be discussed in class, during the first weeks of school.

A record of the books should be given to your homeroom teacher, during the first week of school.


A blank Summer Reading Record can be printed from the L.S. Library Web site.

 Consider the books on this list as suggestions for summer reading.  


Students may read any age appropriate book, even if it is not on the list.


Due to their use during the school year, please exclude from your summer reading the following:
• Bud, Not Buddy, by Christopher Paul Curtis
• The City of Ember, Jeanne DuPrau
• How to Steal a Dog, by Barbara O’Connor
• Holes, by Louis Sachar

Please consult the first page of the 5th grade summer reading list for other books to exclude from 
reading until students enter the 5th grade.

Check out our eBooks at: https://wbb25281.follettshelf.com/

The 2017 Newbery Medal winner: The Girl Who Drank the Moon

by Kelly Regan Barnhill 


Find information about Newbery Medal winners and Newbery Honor books on:

The Newbery Medal Home Page 


Web Sites for Book Lovers:

American Library Association’s Great Web Sites for Kids


American Library Association’s Notable Books for Children


Association for Library Service to Children Awards


Esme Raji Codell:  Author of How to Get Your Child to Love Reading

The Georgia Children’s Book Awards Home Page


James Patterson’s READKIDDOREAD.com


Jon Scieszka’s GUYSREAD.com


Atlanta-Fulton Public Library System


Cobb County Public Library


Dekalb County Library  

https://wbb25281.follettshelf.com/
http://www.ala.org/awardsgrants/john-newbery-medal-2
http://gws.ala.org/
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/notalists
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/index.cfm
http://www.planetesme.blogspot.com/
http://gcba.coe.uga.edu/
http://www.readkiddoread.com/
http://www.guysread.com/
http://www.afpls.org/kids
http://www.cobbcat.org/
http://www.dekalblibrary.org/kids/


To accept the Reading Without Walls Challenge, click here!  

This list and all links may also be found on 
the Lower School Library Web page.

What Color Is My World?: The Lost History 
of African-American Inventors

Abdul-Jabbar, Kareem

While twins Ella and Herbie help Mr. Midal 
work on their new home, he tells them about 
such inventors as Granville Woods, Dr. Henry 
T. Sampson, and James West, giving them a 
new view of their heritage as African-
Americans.
My Teacher is a Vampire

Amato, Mary

It all begins when Alexander H. Gory Jr. passes 
around a notebook in which he reveals a 
tantalizing secret: he has proof that their 
teacher, Mrs. Penrose, is a vampire. Soon the 
entire class is speculating and adding their 
opinions to the notebook until . . . it lands in 
Mrs. Penrose's hands.
Ms. Bixby’s Last Day

John David Anderson

Everyone knows there are different kinds of 
teachers. The boring ones, the mean ones, the 
ones who try too hard, the ones who stopped 
trying long ago. Ms. Bixby is none of these. 
What Ms. Bixby is, is one of a kind. Topher, 
Brand, and Steve know this better than anyone. 
And so when Ms. Bixby unexpectedly 
announces that she won't be able to finish the 
school year, they come up with a risky plan—
more of a quest, really—to give Ms. Bixby the 
last day she deserves. Through the three very 
different stories they tell, we begin to 
understand what Ms. Bixby means to each of 
them—and what the three of them mean to 
each other.
Whales on Stilts
Anderson, M. T.

Racing against the clock, shy middle-school 
student Lily and her best friends, Katie and 

Jasper, must foil the plot of her father's 
conniving boss to conquer the world using an 
army of whales.
Beware The Power of the Dark Side

Angleberger, Tom

An original retelling of Star Wars: Return of the 
Jedi. Luke Skywalker and his friends in the 
Rebel Alliance formulate a daring plan to battle 
with the Empire and its evil leaders, Darth 
Vader and the Emperor.

Fuzzy

Angleberger, Tom & Dellinger, Paul

When Max (Maxine Zealster) befriends her 
new robot classmate Fuzzy, she helps him 
navigate Vanguard Middle School and together 
they reveal the truth behind the Robot 
Integration Program.
Top 25 Baseball Skills, Tips, and Tricks

Aretha, David

There’s no better feeling for a baseball player 
than crushing a ball over the outfield fence for 
a homerun, or blowing a fastball by the batter 
for a strikeout. Would you like to hit like a pro 
and pitch like an all-star? Do you want to be a 
slick-fielding shortstop? From the basics of 
pitching to more advanced tips that will give 
you a winning swing, this book has many 
important baseball skills, including fun tips 
and tricks from the pros.
Crispin: Cross of Lead

The Crispin Trilogy, Book 1

Avi

Falsely accused of theft and murder, an 
orphaned peasant boy in fourteenth-century 
England flees his village and meets a larger-
than-life juggler who holds a dangerous secret.
Poppy 

Tales from Dimwood Forest

Avi

Poppy, a deer mouse, urges her family to move 
next to a field of corn big enough to feed them 

http://read.macmillan.com/mcpg/reading-without-walls/


all forever, but Mr. Ocax, a terrifying owl, has 
other ideas.
Jack Plank Tells Tales

Babbitt, Natalie

Because he is too nice to be a pirate, Jack Plank 
looks for a new career, but each night he tells 
tales of why the one job he looked into that day 
is wrong.
El Deafo

Bell, Cece

Going to school and making new friends can 
be tough. But going to school and making new 
friends while wearing a bulky hearing aid 
strapped to your chest? That requires 
superpowers! In this funny, poignant graphic 
novel memoir, author/illustrator Cece Bell 
chronicles her hearing loss at a young age and 
her subsequent experiences with the Phonic 
Ear, a very powerful--and very awkward--
hearing aid.

The Penderwicks: 

A Summer Tale of Four Sisters, Two 
Rabbits, and a Very Interesting Boy

Birdsall, Jeanne

While vacationing with their widowed father 
in the Berkshire Mountains, four lovable 
sisters, ages four through twelve, share 
adventures with a local boy, much to the 
dismay of his snobbish mother.
Quarterback Season

Bowen, Fred

As a school assignment, eighth-grader Matt 
Monroe keeps a journal about his team's 
football season. “With practice and frequent 
critical feedback from his English teacher, his 
entries go from:  ‘Paragraph 1. We had practice 
again today. We did a bunch of exercises and 
stuff,’ to gems like:  ‘The dark, the cold, the 
hard ground—it all made me realize that 
winter was coming.’” From Booklist 
(September 1, 2011 (Vol. 108, No. 1)

The Princess, the Scoundrel, and the Farm 
Boy

Bracken, Alexandra

An original retelling of Star Wars: A new hope. 
Presents an illustrated retelling of the first Star 
Wars film in which the galaxy's fate lies in the 
hands of Luke Skywalker, Princess Leia, and 
Han Solo.
Flawed Dogs: The Novel: 

The Shocking Raid on Westminster

Breathed, Berke

After being framed by a jealous poodle, a 
dachshund is left for dead, but comes back 
with a group of mutts from the National Last 
Ditch Dog Depository to disrupt the 
prestigious Westminster Kennel Club dog 
show and exact revenge on Cassius the poodle. 
Masterpiece

Broach, Elise

After Marvin, a beetle, makes a miniature 
drawing as an eleventh birthday gift for James, 
a human with whom he shares a house, the 
two new friends work together to help recover 
a Durer drawing stolen from the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. 
All Stations! Distress!: April 15, 1912, the 
Day the Titanic Sank

Brown, Don

Presents an illustrated account of the Titanic's 
deadly voyage on April 12, 1912, when two 
thousand passengers, rich and poor alike, 
fought to survive the tragedy.
The Wild Robot

Brown, Peter

Roz the robot discovers that she is alone on a 
remote, wild island with no memory of where 
she is from or why she is there, and her only 
hope of survival is to try to learn about her 
new environment from the island's hostile 
inhabitants.
Freedom Over Me: Eleven Slaves, Their 
Lives and Dreams Brought to Life 

Ashley Bryan




Using original slave auction and plantation 
estate documents, Ashley Bryan offers a 
moving and powerful picture book that 
contrasts the monetary value of a slave with 
the priceless value of life experiences and 
dreams that a slave owner could never take 
away.
Stealing Home: 

Jackie Robinson, Against the Odds

Burleigh, Robert

A brief biography of Jackie Robinson, 
legendary baseball player for the old Brooklyn 
Dodgers, who, in 1947, became the first 
African-American to play in major league 
baseball.
Robin Hood

Calcutt, David

Recounts the life and adventures of Robin 
Hood, who, with his band of followers, lived 
as an outlaw in Sherwood Forest dedicated to 
fighting tyranny. This version features excerpts 
from the medieval ballads on which the legend 
is based.
Storm Warriors

Carbone, Elisa Lynn

In 1895, after his mother's death, twelve-year-
old Nathan moves with his father and 
grandfather to Pea Island off the coast of North 
Carolina, where he hopes to join the all-black 
crew at the nearby lifesaving station, despite 
his father's objections.

Lunch Money

Clements, Andrew

Twelve-year-old Greg, who has always been 
good at moneymaking projects, is surprised to 
find himself teaming up with his lifelong rival, 
Maura, to create a series of comic books to sell 
at school.

Free Baseball

Corbett, Sue 


Angry with his mother for having too little 
time for him, eleven-year-old Felix takes 
advantage of an opportunity to become batboy 
for a minor league baseball team, hoping to 
someday be like his father, a famous Cuban 
outfielder.
Love That Dog

Creech, Sharon

A young student, who comes to love poetry 
through a personal understanding of what 
different famous poems mean to him, surprises 
himself by writing his own inspired poem. 
The Unfinished Angel

Creech, Sharon

In a tiny village in the Swiss Alps, an angel 
meets an American girl named Zola who has 
come with her father to open a school, and 
together Zola and the angel rescue a group of 
homeless orphans, who gradually change 
everything. 
Thomas and the Dragon Queen

Crum, Shutta

When the princess is kidnapped by a dragon 
queen, thirteen-year-old Thomas, a new--and 
very small--squire-in-training, boldly sets out 
on a quest to rescue her. 
Confessions of an Imaginary Friend : a 
Memoir by Jacques Papier
Cuevas, Michelle

Jaques Papier has the sneaking suspicion that 
everyone except his sister Fleur hates him. 
Teachers ignore him when his hand is raised in 
class, he is never chosen for sports teams, and 
his parents often need to be reminded to set a 
place for him at the dinner table. But he is 
shocked when he finally learns the truth: He is 
Fleur's imaginary friend! When he convinces 
Fleur to set him free, he begins a surprising 
and touching, and always funny quest to find 
himself--to figure out who Jacques Papier truly 
is, and where he belongs.
Elijah of Buxton

Curtis, Christopher Paul

Eleven-year-old Elijah Freeman, the first free-
born child in Buxton, Canada, which is a haven 



for slaves fleeing the American South in 1859, 
uses his wits and skills to try to bring to justice 
the lying preacher who has stolen money that 
was to be used to buy a family's freedom. 

Amber Brown Goes Fourth

3rd in the series

Danziger, Paula

Entering fourth grade, Amber faces some 
changes in her life as her best friend moves 
away and her parents divorce. 
Signal

DeFelice, Cynthia

After moving with his emotionally distant 
father to the Finger Lakes region of upstate 
New York, twelve-year-old Owen faces a 
lonely summer until he meets an abused girl 
who may be a space alien. 
Flora and Ulysses: The Illuminated 
Aventures 

DiCamillo, Kate

A girl named Flora and a squirrel named 
Ulysses, whose life was saved by Flora after he 
was involved in an incident with a vacuum 
cleaner, team up to use Ulysses' superpowers 
to conquer villains and protect the weak.
The Tale of Despereaux: 

Being the Story of a Mouse, a Princess, 
Some Soup, and a Spool of Thread

DiCamillo, Kate

The adventures of Despereaux Tilling, a small 
mouse of unusual talents, the princess that he 
loves, the servant girl who longs to be a 
princess, and a devious rat determined to bring 
them all to ruin.
The Field Guide

The Spiderwick Chronicles, Book 1

DiTerlizzi, Tony

The Grace children discover a field guide to 
fairies in their Great Aunt Lucinda's old 
Victorian house that sends them on a fantastic 

journey into a world of elves, dwarves, and 
trolls.  
Falling In

Dowell, Frances O’Roark

Middle-schooler Isabelle Bean follows a 
mouse's squeak into a closet and falls into a 
parallel universe where the children believe 
she is the witch they have feared for years, 
finally come to devour them. 
The City of Ember 

The 1st Book of Ember

DuPrau, Jeanne

In the city of Ember, twelve-year-old Lina 
trades jobs on Assignment Day to be a 
Messenger to run to new places in her 
decaying but beloved city, perhaps even to 
glimpse Unknown Regions. 
Born to Fly

Ferrari, Michael J.

Bird McGill, an eleven-year-old tomboy 
obsessed with flying in 1942, withholds 
judgment while her classmates maintain that 
new Japanese American student Kenji Fujita is 
a spy, but she realizes Kenji is just as American 
as she is when they find evidence of real spy 
activity during their research for a class project.
Escape!:
The Story of the Great Houdini

Fleischman, Sid

A biography of the magician, ghost chaser, 
aviator, and king of escape artists whose 
amazing feats are remembered long after his 
death in 1926.
Fortunately, the Milk

Gaiman, Neil

While picking up milk for his children's cereal, 
a father is abducted by aliens and finds himself 
on a wild adventure through time and space.
Odd and the Frost Giant

Gaiman, Neil

An unlucky twelve-year-old Norwegian boy 
named Odd leads the Norse gods Loki, Thor, 
and Odin in an attempt to outwit evil Frost 
Giants who have taken over Asgard. 



Herculfleas

Gayton, Sam

To  protect  her  village  from  a  giant,  Greta 
recruits  a  champion:  Hercufleas!  He  may  be 
tiny, but this young flea is certain he's destined 
for  greatness.  Being  a  hero  is  harder  than  it 
seems, though, and Hercufleas and Greta face 
unexpected choices, and consequences, in their 
desperate  attempts  to  save  the  village,  and 
each other.
Tuesdays at the Castle, Book 1

George, Jessica Day

Princess Celie loves Tuesdays at Castle Glower, 
because every Tuesday the castle adds a new 
room, a turret, or sometimes a whole new 
wing, and Celie likes to map the changes to the 
castle, but when her parents, King and Queen 
Glower are taken captive, it falls to Celie and 
her knowledge of the castle to defend their 
home and save the kingdom.
So You Want to Be a Jedi?

Gidwitz, Adam

An original retelling of Star Wars: The Empire 
strikes back. The further adventures of Luke 
Skywalker and his friends in their continuing 
battle against Darth Vader and the evil side of 
the Force.
Jubilee 

Giff, Patricia Reilly

Judith lives with her beloved aunt Cora and 
her faithful Dog on a beautiful island. Years 
ago, when her mother left, Judith stopped 
talking. Now she communicates entirely 
through gestures and taps, and by drawing 
cartoons, speaking only when she's alone--or 
with Dog.
Wild Girl

Giff, Patricia Reilly

When twelve-year-old Lidie leaves Brazil to 
join her father and brother on a horse ranch in 
New York, she has a hard time adjusting to her 
changed circumstances, as does a new horse 
that has come to the ranch. 
Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library
Grabenstein, Chris


Twelve-year-old Kyle gets to stay overnight in 
the new town library, designed by his hero (the 
famous gamemaker Luigi Lemoncello), with 
other students, but finds that, come morning, 
he must work with friends to solve puzzles in 
order to escape.
Charlie Joe Jackson’s Guide to Summer 
Vacation

Greenwald, Tom

Charlie Joe Jackson is back and he's at 
academic summer camp trying to convert all 
the other kids to non-academics.
The 13-Story Treehouse

Treehouse Series, Book 1

Griffiths, Andy

Andy and Terry live in a treehouse. But it's not 
just any old treehouse, it's the most amazing 
treehouse in the world! This treehouse has 
thirteen stories, a bowling alley, a see-through 
swimming pool, a secret underground 
laboratory, and a marshmallow machine that 
follows you around and automatically shoots 
marshmallows into your mouth whenever you 
are hungry. Life would be perfect for Andy and 
Terry if it wasn't for the fact that they have to 
write their next book, which is almost 
impossible because there are just so many 
distractions, including thirteen flying cats, 
giant bananas, mermaids, sea monsters 
pretending to be mermaids, enormous gorillas, 
and dangerous burp gas-bubblegum bubbles!

Satch and Me: A Baseball Card Adventure

Gutman, Dan

With his ability to travel through time using 
vintage baseball cards, Joe takes Flip with him 
to find out whether Satchel Paige really was 
the fastest pitcher ever. 
Boom!

Haddon, Mark




When Jim and Charlie overhear two of their 
teachers talking in a secret language and the 
two friends set out to solve the mystery, they 
do not expect the dire consequences of their 
actions. 
The Doll in the Garden

Hahn, Mary Downing

After Ashley and Kristi find an antique doll 
buried in old Miss Cooper's garden, they 
discover that they can enter a ghostly turn-of-
the-century world by going through a hole in 
the hedge. 
Ida B: And Her Plans to Maximize Fun, 
Avoid Disaster, and (Possibly) Save the 
World

Hannigan, Katherine

In Wisconsin, fourth-grader Ida B spends 
happy hours being home-schooled and playing 
in her family's apple orchard, until her mother 
begins treatment for breast cancer and her 
parents must sell part of the orchard and send 
her to public school.
Junonia

Henkes, Kevin

Alice and her parents spend the week of Alice's 
tenth birthday as they always do on Sanibel 
Island, Florida, but Alice gets upset when she 
discovers some of the people who are always 
there are missing and new ones have arrived, 
and Alice wants things to be like they have 
always been.
Full of Beans

Holm, Jennifer L.

Grown-ups lie. That's one truth Beans knows 
for sure. He and his gang know how to spot a 
whopper a mile away, because they are the 
savviest bunch of barefoot conchs (that means 
"locals") in all of Key West. Not that Beans 
really minds; it's 1934, the middle of the Great 
Depression. With no jobs on the island, and no 
money anywhere, who can really blame the 
grown-ups for telling a few tales? Besides, 
Beans isn't anyone's fool. In fact, he has plans. 
Big plans. And the consequences might 
surprise even Beans himself.

Turtle in Paradise

Holm, Jennifer L.

In 1935, when her mother gets a job 
housekeeping for a woman who does not like 
children, eleven-year-old Turtle is sent to stay 
with relatives she has never met in far away 
Key West, Florida. 
Extra Innings: Baseball Poems

Hopkins, Lee Bennett (Selected by)

A collection of nineteen poems about baseball, 
including playing and watching the game.
Mr. and Mrs. Bunny: Detectives 
Extraordinaire! (By Mrs. Bunny; Translated 
from the Rabbit by Polly Horvath)

Horvath, Polly

Middle-schooler Madeline's hippy parents 
have been kidnapped from Hornby Island, 
Canada, by foxes and Madeline, upon 
discovering that she can understand animal 
languages, hires two rabbit detectives to find 
them. 
I Fooled You: Ten Stories of Tricks, Jokes, 
and Switcheroos

Hurwitz, Johanna (Selected by)

Contains ten stories by leading children's book 
authors, each of which features the phrase "I 
told you so," including selections from Johanna 
Hurwitz, Barbara Ann Porte, David A. Adler, 
and others.
Amina’s Voice

Khan, Hena

Amina has never been comfortable in the 
spotlight. She is happy just hanging out with 
her best friend, Soojin. Except now that she's in 
middle school everything feels different. Soojin 
is suddenly hanging out with Emily, one of the 
"cool" girls in the class, and even talking about 
changing her name to something more 
"American." Does Amina need to start 
changing too? Or hiding who she is to fit in?
Unusual Chickens for the Exceptional 
Poultry Farmer 

Jones, Kelly




Twelve-year-old Sophie Brown feels like a fish 
out of water when she and her parents move 
from Los Angeles to the farm they've inherited 
from a great-uncle. But farm life gets more 
interesting when a cranky chicken appears and 
Sophie discovers the hen can move objects 
with the power of her little chicken brain: jam 
jars, the latch to her henhouse, the entire 
henhouse....

Babe: The Gallant Pig

King-Smith, Dick

A piglet destined for eventual butchering 
arrives at the farmyard, is adopted by an old 
sheep dog, and discovers a special secret to 
success. 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Last Straw 

3rd in the series
Kinney, Jeff

Middle-schooler Greg Heffley nimbly sidesteps 
his father's attempts to change Greg's wimpy 
ways until his father threatens to send him to 
military school.
Dying to Meet You

43 Old Cemetery Road, Book 1
Klise, Kate

In this story told mostly through letters, 
children's book author, I. B. Grumply, gets 
more than he bargained for when he rents a 
quiet place to write for the summer. 
The View From Saturday 
Konigsburg, E. L.

Four students, with their own individual 
stories, develop a special bond and attract the 
attention of their teacher, a paraplegic, who 
chooses them to represent their sixth-grade 
class in the Academic Bowl competition. 
Lives of Extraordinary Women: Rulers, 
Rebels (and What the Neighbors Thought)

Krull, Kathleen

Profiles twenty historically significant women, 
highlighting their great accomplishments and 
unique quirks; also includes color caricatures.
The Adventures of a South Pole Pig


Kurtz, Chris

Flora the pig ditches the sedentary life on the 
farm for an adventure in Antarctica, where she 
escapes the knife and lives her dream of 
pulling a sled with a team of dogs.  
Ivy’s Ever After

Lairamore, Dawn

Fourteen-year-old Ivy, a most unroyal princess, 
befriends Elridge, the dragon sent to keep her 
in a tower, and together they set out on a 
perilous quest to find Ivy's fairy godmother, 
who may be able to save both from their dire 
fates.

Dash

Larson, Kirby

When her family is forced into an internment 
camp, Mitsi Kashino is separated from her 
home, her classmates, and her beloved dog 
Dash; and as her family begins to come apart 
around her, Mitsi clings to her one connection 
to the outer world--the letters from the kindly 
neighbor who is caring for Dash.
Savvy

Law, Ingrid

Recounts the adventures of Mibs Beaumont, 
whose thirteenth birthday has revealed her 
"savvy"--a magical power unique to each 
member of her family--just as her father is 
injured in a terrible accident.
A Tale of Two Castles

Levine, Gail Carson

Newly arrived in the town of Two Castles, 
Elodie unexpectedly becomes the assistant to a 
brilliant dragon named Meenore, and together 
they solve mysteries. Their most important 
case concerns the town's shape-shifting ogre, 
Count Jonty Um: Someone is plotting against 
him. Elodie must disguise herself to discover 



the source of the threat amid a cast of 
characters that includes a greedy king, a giddy 
princess, and a handsome cat trainer.
A Handful of Stars

Lord, Cynthia

When her blind dog slips his collar, twelve-
year old Lily meets Salma Santiago, a young 
Hispanic girl whose migrant family are in 
Maine for the blueberry-picking season, and, 
based partly on their mutual love of dogs, the 
two forge a friendship while painting bee 
boxes for Lily's grandfather--but as the 
Blueberry Queen pageant approaches Lily and 
Selma are confronted with some of the hard 
truths of prejudice and migrant life.
The Willoughbys
Lowry, Lois

A tongue-in-cheek take on classic themes in 
children's literature, in which the four 
Willoughby children set out to become 
"deserving orphans" after their neglectful 
parents embark on a treacherous around-the-
world adventure, leaving them in the care of 
an odious nanny. 

Heavy Hitters

Book Three, Game Changers

Lupica, Mike

While Ben and Justin are thrilled to be playing 
in the All-Star Baseball league, after Ben is hit 
with a ball and is shaken up, and Justin reveals 
personal problems, their friendship becomes 
just as important.
The Only Thing Worse Than Witches

Magaziner, Lauren

Eleven-year-old Rupert cannot resist applying 
to an advertisement to be a witch's apprentice, 
but quickly finds himself over his head with 
the young witch-in-training who desperately 
needs his help. 

Neil Armstrong Is My Uncle: & Other Lies 
Muscle Man McGinty Told Me

Marino, Nan

Ten-year-old Tamara Ann Simpson thinks she 
has finally found a chance to prove Muscle 
Man McGinty is a liar when he brags he can 
beat anyone in the neighborhood at kickball, 
but as she awaits McGinty's downfall, she 
begins to understand his motives for lying. 
Escape by Night:

A Civil War Adventure

Myers, Laurie

Tommy, the son of a Presbyterian minister in 
Augusta, Georgia, during the Civil War, must 
search his conscience to decide whether he 
should help a Yankee soldier escape and return 
home. Inspired by the early life of Woodrow 
Wilson. 
We Are the Ship: 

The Story of the Negro Baseball League

Nelson, Kadir

Explores the history of Negro League baseball 
teams, discussing owners, players, hardships, 
wins, and losses; and including illustrations.
The Wrinkled Crown

Nesbet, Anne

Twelve-year-old Linny embarks on an epic 
quest to save her best friend and discovers that 
she is the link between the magical and logical 
halves of her world.
Midnight for Charlie Bone 

Children of the Red King, Book 1

Nimmo, Jenny

Charlie Bone's life with his widowed mother 
and two grandmothers undergoes a dramatic 
change when he discovers that he can hear 
people in photographs talking. 

The Fantastic Secret of Owen Jester

O’Connor, Barbara

After Owen captures an enormous bullfrog, 
names it Tooley Graham, then has to release it, 
he and two friends try to use a small 
submarine that fell from a passing train to 



search for Tooley in the Carter, Georgia, pond it 
came from; all while avoiding nosy neighbor 
Viola.
To Fly: The Story of the Wright Brothers

Old, Wendie

Traces the work that the two Wright brothers 
did together to develop the first machine-
powered aircraft.
Treasure Hunters, Book 1

Patterson, James

Following clues left by their missing father, 
twelve-year-old twins Bickford and Rebecca 
Kidd sail from the Caribbean to New York City 
with their siblings to finish the dangerous 
quest of their world-famous treasure-hunting 
parents.
Lawn Boy

Paulsen, Gary

Things get out of hand for a 12-year-old boy 
when a neighbor convinces him to expand his 
summer mowing business.
Masters of Disaster

Paulsen, Gary

Twelve-year-old Henry Mosely, having 
decided his life is boring, ropes his friends 
Riley and Reed into a series of hair-raising 
adventures, including trying to break world 
records, visiting a haunted house, and solving 
a century-old murder.
Mudshark

Paulsen, Gary

Principal Wagner confidently deals with a 
faculty washroom crisis, a psychic parrot, and 
a terrorizing gerbil, but when sixty-five erasers 
go missing, he enlists the help of the school's 
best problem solver and lost item locator, 
twelve-year-old Lyle Williams, also known as 
Mudshark.
A Long Way from Chicago

Peck, Richard

A boy recounts his annual summer trips to 
rural Illinois with his sister during the Great 
Depression to visit their larger-than-life 
grandmother. 

Pax

Pennypacker, Sarah

After being forced to give up his pet fox Pax, a 
young boy named Peter decides to leave home 
and get his best friend back.
Hand in Hand: Ten Black men Who Changed 
America

Pinkney, Andrea Davis

This book offers insight into the lives of ten 
influential African American men from 
different times in the history of the United 
States.
Let it Shine: Stories of Black Women 
Freedom Fighters

Pinkney, Andrea Davis

Presents profiles of ten African-American 
women whose efforts on behalf of racial justice 
and freedom have influenced the course of 
history. 
The Swamps of Sleethe:

Poems from Beyond the Solar System

Prelutsky, Jack

This book contains a collection of humorous 
poems for young readers about life beyond the 
solar system.
Wet Cement: A Mix of Concrete Poems

Raczka, Bob

Who says words need to be concrete? This 
collection shapes poems in surprising and 
delightful ways. Concrete poetry is a 
perennially popular poetic form because they 
are fun to look at. But by using the 
arrangement of the words on the page to 
convey the meaning of the poem, concrete or 
shape poems are also easy to write!
Story Thieves

Riley, James

Except for reading the Kiel Gnomenfoot magic 
adventure series, Owen's life is boring until he 
sees his classmate Bethany climb out of a book 
in the school library and he learns that Bethany 
is half-fictional and has been searching every 



book she can find for her missing father, a 
fictional character.
The Lightning Thief 

Riordan, Rick

After learning that he is the son of a mortal 
woman and Poseidon, god of the sea, twelve-
year-old Percy is sent to a summer camp for 
demigods like himself, and joins his new 
friends on a quest to prevent a war between 
the gods. 

The Maze of Bones

First in the “39 Clues” series

Riordon, Rick

Amy and Dan, members of the powerful Cahill 
family, try to uncover the thirty-nine clues, 
which will reveal the secrets of their lineage 
and find out what really happened to their 
parents.
Promises to Keep: 

How Jackie Robinson Changed America

Robinson, Sharon

A biography of baseball legend Jackie 
Robinson, the first African American to play in 
the major leagues, as told by his daughter.
The Tales of Beedle the Bard 

Translated from the ancient runes by 
Hermione Granger; commentary by Albus 
Dumbledore; introduction, notes, and 
illustrations by J.K. Rowling. 

Contains five illustrated moral tales for 
children from the world of Harry Potter, 
reportedly discovered and translated by young 
witch Hermione Granger, with an introduction 
and commentary from Albus Dumbledore, 
headmaster of Hogwarts School of Witchcraft 
and Wizardry.  
Fuzzy Mud

Sachar, Louis

Two middle-grade kids take a shortcut home 
from school and discover what looks like fuzzy 
mud but is actually a substance with the 
potential to wreak havoc on the entire world.  
Winner 2017 Georgia Book Award Grades 4-8

The Wayside School is Falling Down

Sachar, Louis

Sequel to: Sideways Stories from Wayside School 
More humorous episodes from the classroom 
on the thirtieth floor of Wayside School, where 
students learn to tango, face the cafeteria's 
dreaded Mushroom Surprise, and study a hobo 
during Show and Tell. 
Top 25 Gymnastics Skills, Tips, and Tricks
Savage, Jeff

Examines gymnastics skills, including 
techniques for the floor exercise, vault, bars, 
rings, balance beam, and pommel horse, and 
provides tips and tricks for young, aspiring 
gymnasts.

Drawing From Memory

Say, Allen

This stunning graphic novel is Allen Say's own 
story of his path to becoming the renowned 
artist he is today. Shunned by his father, who 
didn't understand his son's artistic leanings, 
Allen was embraced by Noro Shinpei, Japan's 
leading cartoonist and the man he came to love 
as his "spiritual father." As World War II raged, 
Allen was further inspired to consider 
questions of his own heritage and the 
motivations of those around him. He worked 
hard in rigorous drawing classes, studied; 
trained and ultimately came to understand 
who he really is.
Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark
Schwartz, Alvin

Stories of ghosts and witches, "jump" stories, 
scary songs, and modern-day scary stories. 
Gully’s Travels

Seidler, Tor

A well-bred Lhasa Apso named Gulliver is 
forced to leave his master and finds a new one 
named Carlos, the doorman of a Manhattan 



apartment building, who takes the dog to his 
place in Queens.
Wonderstruck:

A Novel in Words and Pictures

Selznick, Brian

Set fifty years apart, two independent stories - 
Ben's told in words and Rose's in pictures - 
weave back and forth with mesmerizing 
symmetry. How they unfold and ultimately 
intertwine will surprise you, challenge you, 
and leave you breathless with wonder.
Meanwhile

Shiga, Jason

In this choose-your-own adventure graphic 
novel, a boy stumbles on the laboratory of a 
mad scientist who asks him to choose between 
testing a mind-reading device, a time machine, 
and a doomsday machine. 
A Light in the Attic

Silverstein, Shel

This classic book contains an eclectic collection 
of humorous poems and drawings. 
The Wall

Sis, Peter

Artist Sis Peter describes what it was like 
growing up in a Communist country and 
discusses how Western culture influenced his 
life. 

Loser
Spinelli, Jerry

Even though his classmates from first grade on 
have considered him strange and a loser, 
Donald Zinkoff's optimism and exuberance 
and the support of his loving family do not 
allow him to feel that way about himself. 
The Mysterious Benedict Society 

Stewart, Trenton Lee

After passing a series of mind-bending tests, 
four children are selected for a secret mission 
that requires them to go undercover at the 
Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, 
where the only rule is that there are no rules.

The Dragonet Prophecy

Wings of Fire series, Book 1

Sutherland, Tui

Clay and the other four MudWing dragonets 
were stolen from their homes while they were 
still in their eggs and hidden for years in order 
to fulfill a prophecy claiming that the 
dragonets would end the war between the 
dragon tribes, but not all of the dragonets want 
their destiny. 
My Life as a Book

Tashjian, Janet

Dubbed a "reluctant reader" by his teacher, 
twelve-year-old Derek spends summer 
vacation learning important lessons even 
though he does not complete his summer 
reading list. 
Ghosts

Telgemeier, Raina

Catrina and her family have moved to the 
coast of Northern California for the sake of her 
little sister, Maya, who has cystic fibrosis--and 
Cat is even less happy about the move when 
she is told that her new town is inhabited by 
ghosts, and Maya sets her heart on meeting 
one.
A Crooked Kind of Perfect

Urban, Linda

Ten-year-old Zoe Elias, who longs to play the 
piano but must resign herself to learning the 
organ, instead, finds that her musicianship has 
a positive impact on her workaholic mother, 
her jittery father, and her school social life.

Harriet the Invincible, Hamster Princess, 
Book 1

Vernon, Ursula

Never a conventional princess, Harriet 
becomes an adventurer after learning she is 
cursed to fall into a deep sleep on her twelfth 



birthday, but after two years of slaying ogres, 
cliff-diving, and more with her riding quail, 
Mumfrey, things go awry at home and she 
must seek a prince to set things right.
Angus and Sadie

Voigt, Cynthia

Angus and Sadie, sibling pups that are of 
mostly border collie heritage, are adopted by a 
young couple and taken to live on a Maine 
farm. 
Young Fredle

Voigt, Cynthia

Fredle, a young mouse cast out of his home, 
faces dangers and predators outside, makes 
some important discoveries and allies, and 
learns the meaning of freedom as he struggles 
to return home.
Southpaw

Wallace, Rich

After moving to New Jersey, Jimmy Fleming 
tries out for the seventh-grade baseball team 
while also trying to cope with his new life and 
dealing with his overly competitive father. 
Oggie Cooder, Party Animal!

Weeks, Sarah

Oggie Cooder has always wanted to swim in 
his neighbor Donnica Perfecto's perfect pool, 
and when Donnica's mother makes her invite 
Oggie to her birthday party, Oggie vows he 
will get his chance, no matter what obstacles 
Donnica sets up to keep Oggie away.
Save Me a Seat
Sarah Weeks and Gita Varadarajan

Ravi has just moved to the United States from 
India and has always been at the top of his 
class; Joe has lived in the same town his whole 
life and has learning problems--but when their 
lives intersect in the first week of fifth grade 
they are brought together by a common enemy 
(the biggest bully in their class) and the need to 
take control of their lives.
So B. It:  A Novel
Weeks, Sarah

After spending her life with her mentally 
disabled mother and agoraphobic neighbor, 

twelve-year-old Heidi sets out from Reno, 
Nevada, to New York to find out who she is.


Hilo: The Boy Who crashed to Earth

Book 1

Winick, Judd

When a mysterious boy falls from the sky, 
friends D.J. and Gina must discover the secrets 
of his identity and help him save the world.
Into the Volcano: a Graphic Novel 

Wood, Don 

While their parents are away doing research, 
brothers Duffy and Sumo Pugg go with their 
cousin, Mister Come-and-Go, to Kokalaha 
Island, where they meet Aunt Lulu and 
become trapped in an erupting volcano.
Christina’s Ghost

Wright, Betty Ren

Christina's summer in a spooky, isolated 
Victorian house with her grumpy uncle turns 
into a ghostly adventure.
Secret Coders

Yang, Gene Luen

Book one of the series

Welcome to Stately Academy, a school that is 
just crawling with mysteries to be solved! The 
founder of the school left many clues and 
puzzles to challenge his enterprising students. 
Using their wits and their growing prowess 
with coding, Hopper and her friend Eni are 
going to solve the mystery of Stately Academy 
no matter what it takes!
The Luck of the Buttons

Ylvisaker, Anne

In Iowa circa 1929, spunky twelve-year-old 
Tugs vows to turn her family's luck around, 
with the help of a Brownie camera and a small-
town mystery that only she can solve.
The Garden of My Imaan

Zia, Farhana

The arrival of new student Marwa, a fellow 
sixth-grader who is a strict Muslim, helps Aliya 
come to terms with her own lukewarm practice 



of the faith and her embarrassment over others' 
reactions to their beliefs.

A list of classic books begins on the next 
page.





Below is a selection of books that have stood the 
test of time, having been published at least twenty 
years ago.  They are listed alphabetically, by 
author. 
~The Wolves of Willoughby Chase by Joan Aiken 
~The Chronicles of Prydain by Lloyd Alexander (five 
volume series) 
~Sounder by William Howard Armstrong 
~Mr. Popper’s Penguins by Richard and Florence 
Atwater 
~Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt 
~Peter Pan and Wendy by J.M. Barrie  
(ISBN-13: 978-1-40272-868-6) 
~On My Honor by Marion Dane Bauer 
~The Wonderful Wizard of Oz by Frank Baum 
~Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume 
~Caddie Woodlawn by Carol Ryrie Brink   
~The Wish Giver: Three Tales of Coven Tree by Bill 
Brittain 
~The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett 
~The Incredible Journey by Sheila Every Burnford 
~Summer of the Swans by Betsy Byars 
~Alice's Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll 
~Henry Huggins Beverly Cleary 
~The Mouse and the Motorcycle by Beverly Cleary 
~Ramona the Pest by Beverly Cleary 
~Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes by Eleanor 
Coerr 
~The Watsons Go to Birmingham-1963 by Christopher 

Paul Curtis 
~The BFG by Roald Dahl 
~James and The Giant Peach Roald Dahl 
~Matlilda by Roald Dahl 
~The Witches by Roald Dahl 
~Ingri and Edgar Parin D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek 
~Myths by Ingri and Edgar Parin D’Aulaire  
~The Wheel on the School by Meindert De Jong 
~Morning Girl by Michael Dorris 
~The 21 Balloons by William Penne du Bios  
~Half Magic by Edward Eager 
~The Hundred Dresses by Eleanor Estes 
~The Moffat Series by Eleanor Estes 
~Gone-Away Lake by Elizabeth Enright 
~The Black Stallion by Walter Farley 
~Harriet the Spy by Louise Fitzhugh 
~My Father’s Dragon by Ruth Chrisman Gannett 
~Stone Fox by John Reynolds Gardiner 
~Julie of the Wolves by Jean Craighead George 
~My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George 
~The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame 
~The People Could Fly: American Black Folktales by 
Virginia Hamilton 
~King of the Wind by Marguerite Henry  
~Misty of Chincoteague by Marguerite Henry 
~Rip Van Winkle by Washington Irving 
~The Redwall series by Brian Jacques  
~Babe: the Gallant Pig by Dick King-Smith 
~The Jungle Book by Rudyard Kipling 
~Just So Stories by Rudyard Kipling 
~Rabbit Hill by Robert Lawson 
~Chronicles of Narnia by C. S. Lewis (seven book 
series) Please exclude The Lion, The Witch and the 
Wardrobe. (Will be read in 5th Grade.) 
~Anastasia Krupnik by Lois Lowry 
~The Story of Doctor Doolittle by Hugh Lofting 
~In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson by Bette 
Lord 
~The Pushcart War by Jean Merrill 



~Sarah, Plain and Tall by Patricia MacLachlan 
~Homer Price by Robert McCloskey 
~Anne of Green Gables by L. M. Montgomery 
~Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 
~Rascal by Sterling North 
~The Borrowers by Mary Norton  
~The Great Gilly Hopkins by Katherine Paterson 
~Hatchet by Gary Paulsen 
~Tom’s Midnight Garden by Philippa Pearce 
~The New Kid on the Block: Poems by Jack Prelutsky 
~The Yearling by Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings 
~The Henry Reed series by Keith Robertson 
~Black Beauty by Anna Sewell 
~Where the Sidewalk Ends by Shel Silverstein 
~Abel’s Island by William Steig 
~CDC by William Steig 
~The Friendship by Mildred Taylor 
~The Gold Cadillac by Mildred Taylor 
~The Hobbit, or There and Back Again, by J. R. R. 
Tolkien 
~Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain 
~The Prince and the Pauper by Mark Twain 
~Justin and the Best Biscuits in the World by Mildred 
Pitts Walter 
~Charlotte’s Web by E. B. White 
~The Sword in the Stone T. H. White 
~Little House in the Big Woods by Laura Ingalls Wilder 
~Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm by Kate Douglas Wiggin 
~Swiss Family Robinson by Johann David Wyss 

Read to your children, read with your 
children, and have a wonderful summer!





